Building Houses . . . Building Lives was the theme for the event as the work continued on the renovations

of 633 Waiehu Beach Road and 648 Kalakaua Street in the Hawaiian Homestead in Paukukalo. The Build
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Manager, Jim Briske and the Build-a-Thon Planning Committee consisting of Habitat staff, board mem-
bers, and partner families. The day began at 6:00am as skilled volunteers from Betsill Brothers Construc-
tion, their subcontractors, and RSI went straight to work at both house sites. Construction Project Man-
agers and Habitat for Humanity staff directed the tasks for the day as approximately 70 volunteers
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neighborhood. Both houses went from a framed structure with outer walls to having trusses and roofs by
the end of the day. Windows and doors were installed as well. The primer was put on the outer walls of
both houses however, painting was postponed until later in the week. The event officially ended at
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The partner families of both homes, although elderly, were present at the homes to watch the miraculous
transformation take place before their very eyes. The appreciation shown on their faces were evident and

it made a world of difference knowing that the outcome would impact their lives in such a positive way 2
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having to succumb to nursing home care must be made but it should always be an option for a home-
owner and not the only solution. In addition, these homeowners will be able to leave a home (or a legacy)
behind for the next generation as a start to improving their lives. Studies show that homeowners are able

to hold down jobs longer, their children do better in school, and they are generally more responsible and
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partner families are required to attend homeownership training courses and work their way out of heavy
debt and credit problems including obtaining jobs to increase their income in order to qualify for a Habi-

tat mortgage. The entire program is tailored for success but it is up to the partner families to make it hap-
pen and in these cases, the work has already begun.



